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“Why Aren’t We Teaching Speaking Skills To Our Kids?”
Description for Conference Program: Our high school graduates need to know how to
communicate effectively long before they graduate if they are to succeed in the workforce
or in higher education. Verbal communication is a sorely needed part of our Language Arts.
Presentation Summary: Are your middle and high school students getting ready for the real
world? More importantly, are we getting them ready? Not just with the subjects we teach or
the tests we shower upon them, but by giving them real life skills that are not taught in
most classrooms.
Good communication abilities are among the most important life skills critical to achieving
success in any field and in every aspect of our lives – academically, professionally, and
socially. It really is dog-eat-shark out there, and if these kids can’t represent themselves
effectively, ask the questions they need to have answers to, or interact appropriately with
others, they will be under-prepared and distinctly disadvantaged as they leave high school
and go to work, college, or trade school in an increasingly competitive world.
They need to know how to introduce themselves properly, how to make meaningful eye
contact, how to start and maintain conversations, how to interact with all kinds of
individuals, how to give a successful interview, and how to stand up and address a live
audience with confidence and respect. In short, they need to know how to use their oral
communications abilities to get where they want to go and to become who they want to be.
Hundreds of students in our schools desperately need the basic communications skills that
somehow we expect them to pick up magically from somewhere. Where? On the playground? In
the streets? At home? In school? Don’t count on it. This training should be a required
element of college and workforce preparation, development, and readiness!
This session will demonstrate the importance of establishing a sound foundation that builds
upon itself and reinforces itself with every subsequent lesson. It is vital that in the often
scary realm of public speaking we move step-by-step from talking about easy subjects and
things we know about to subjects that require original thought, introspection, and
spontaneity. This area of the language arts is best taught face-to-face in a very informal,
often light-hearted, but highly interactive manner. The speaker will model the manner of
delivery used to achieve proven, positive results.
Areas we will cover – and that will involve audience participation – include:
Overcoming Fear

Introductions • Expanding Vocabulary • “Elevator
Speeches”
Communication Etiquette and Courtesies • How To Ask For What You Want • The Interview
• Using Humor
Speech Construction and Delivery • The Art of Listening • Networking
•

Body Language

•

The basis for this session will be the PowerCommunicators® curriculum. This is a
research-based program that has worked with No Child Left Behind students in MD,
DC, VA, NJ, and PA for the last 5 years. It is aligned with standards for teaching and
learning in the Language Arts. Outcomes include better attendance, grades, and
behavior, as well as improvements in confidence and self-esteem. Training sessions
are limited to eight to twelve (8-12) students; allow three to five (3-5) speaking
opportunities per student per session; and are videotaped to gauge students’
strengths, weaknesses, and progress.

